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President’s Column 
As a child, I loved 
the annual ritual of 
dying hard-boiled 
eggs in preparation 
for the night when 
they’d be hidden 
by the Easter 
Bunny, along with 
a basket for each of 
us that overflowed 
with candy. I felt 

special on Easter Sunday, as I wore the 
new dress that my mother usually made 
for me, and as I recall, we usually had 
lamb for Easter dinner. The funny thing 
is that I don’t remember ever actually 
going to church on Easter Sunday until I 
was in my mid-teens. All the cultural 
rites of Easter are part of my childhood 
experience, sans the church-going part. 
(To this day, every time I smell vinegar, 
I think of Easter eggs!) 

I don’t know exactly when I learned 
about the Christian significance of 
Easter–and the concept of resurrection–  
but I don’t think I ever believed the 
Easter story. While I had vague ideas 
about Heaven (fed most likely by 
S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  c h i l d r e n ’ s 
programming on television with some 
input from my grandparents), and a pop-
cultural concept of Hell, I wasn’t 
provided consistent religious or spiritual 
guidance from my parents, so the 
Heaven-versus-Hell debate didn’t seem 
to apply to me. The idea that Jesus died 
for my sins didn’t seem real to me. 
Frankly, the Christian idea of 
resurrection seemed more like plotline 
fodder for a fantasy or sci-fi story than 
the basis for reality. Consequently, I 
struggled intellectually and spiritually 
with the whole Resurrection/Salvation 
component of Christianity until I 
discovered Unitarian Universalism. As I 
learned the definition of Universalism, I 

(Continued on page 2) 

Worship Calendar 
April 1 “Anti-Semitism and the 
Christian Gospels, ” by Rev. Matthew 
The Gospels state that Jews instigated 
the crucifixion of Jesus. This became the 
solid basis of anti-Semitism throughout 
the ages. Maybe the Jewish authorities 
didn’t like Jesus’ teaching or his 
popularity. But Imperial Rome (and 
Pontius Pilate) had much better reasons 
for crucifying Jesus than Jewish leaders: 
Jesus was a dangerous insurgent who 
threatened the imperial peace. This 
shifting of blame to the Jews took place 
perhaps 40 or so years later, at the time 
of the catastrophic fall of Jerusalem 
when Christians in Rome feared similar 
persecution for their association with 
Judaism and Jerusalem. It appears that 
they distorted history to save 
themselves. 

April 8 “Easter and the Goddess of 
Spring,” by Rev. Matthew The word 
“Easter” is the very same name as 
“Aostre,” the Saxon Goddess of Spring. 
Linguistically at least, the celebration of 
the resurrection of Jesus and the pagan 
Goddess rites of spring are joined at the 
hip. Outside of Anglo-Saxondom there 
is no such pagan association. Whatever 
we believe about the Easter event or 
Resurrection, we clearly recognize that 
the deep pagan roots were not totally 
erased by the new religion of 
Christianity. The service will include 
special music by the UUS choir and 
children and a Flower Communion. 
There will be an Easter egg hunt 
following the service.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Minister’s Message 
A p r i l  i s  a 
“religiously” rich 
a n d  c o m p l e x 
month. Apart from 
the Christian Palm 
S u n d a y / G o o d 
F r i d a y / E a s t e r 
cycle, there is 
Jewish Passover 
and Holocaust 
R e m e m b r a n c e 

Day. But we should remember that 
behind all these celebrations and 
remembrances are the ghosts of old 
paganism. Through anthropological 
studies it is clear that Jewish Passover, 
commemorating the escape of the 
Hebrew people from Egyptian bondage 
under the Pharaoh, took the place of 
even more ancient earth-bound rituals. 
In turn, Christian Easter supplemented 
and replaced existing pagan rituals. 
Details and connections are obscure but 
Judaism and Christianity – the so-called 
“higher religions” took root by 
supplanting the immemorial “Rites of 
Spring” which we call “pagan.” 

There’s not much doubt that these pagan 
rites were diminished or abolished in 
favor of the “higher religions of Judaism 
and Christianity.” In reality, the church, 
in spite of its political and religious 
triumphs, did not wholly succeed in 
repressing pagan sentiment and 
practices, which survive and sometimes 
thrive in many rural places, certainly in 
northern Europe. There are vestiges even 
in the United States and in the more 
agrarian societies of Latin America. 
Even in the developed society of North 
America, paganism, here and there, has 
vestigially survived and there are an 
increasing number of folks who are 
embracing pagan values and virtues. 
There are pagans – and welcome, too- 
within our larger UU denomination.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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(President, Continued from page 1) 

realized that was what I had felt along – 
that there is no need for personal 
salvation, as there is nothing that I need 
to be “saved” from. And without the 
Salvation piece, the Resurrection 
component doesn’t have a place in my 
religious journey. 

As I have charted my own spiritual 
course, I have come to understand that 
my parents struggled with their own 
religious and spiritual beliefs, and were 
therefore uncertain what to pass along to 
my brother and me. Perhaps they erred 
on the side of having provided too little 
guidance, but in the long run it seems to 
have been a gift, because it left me with 
questions to which I have begun to find 
answers in the UU faith. Or, as is often 
the case, I don’t always find the answers 
I was seeking, but, rather, the questions 
somehow become less important. 

And I still love to dye eggs. 

Blessings to you all, 

Kim  

(Minister, Continued from page 1) 

Such folks identify themselves as 
pagans; others talk of “earth 
spirituality.” Coming from the British 
Isles, I lived close to the sacred places of 
Celtic pagans. In my birthplace in 
Scotland I was baptized in a church 
where there were ancient Celtic stones 
that bore the sun signs of “the old 
religion.” At theological school in 
Somerset, Anna and I lived only 30 
miles from Stonehenge, that magnificent 
monument to the religion of the Sun, 
which, at Solstice Time, is attended by 
thousands of true pagan believers – and 
so on and so on. Point made! 

The values and practices represented by 
the pagan “old religion” are being 
revived through our fresh concern with 
the cultivation of Earth values and 
ecological concerns. And timely, too, 
with the accelerated pollutions and 
erosions of our earth, sea, and sky. 
Judaism and Christianity may have 
advanced “higher religion,” but the 
Genesis mandate to “subdue and inherit 
the Earth” is leading to Earth’s 
devaluation and destruction. Whatever 
religion we may profess, the “pagan” 
sense of Earth needs to be honored. 
Maybe this is what Al Gore and the 
ecological movement is trying to 
accomplish – and not a minute too soon! 
Happy Easter, Passover, and Aostre, 
(Easter), the Goddess of Spring.  

Reverend Matthew 

Apri l  15  “Creat ion i sm and 
Evolution,” by Rev. Matthew This title 
was provided by two members of the 
congregation who “bought” this sermon 
at the annual auction. The Scopes Trial 
highlighted the conflict between the 
“Old Time Religion” and the scientific 
theory of evolution. We now talk about 
“Creationism” and “Evolution.” 
Creationists have become less literalist 
and believers in evolution affirm the 
scientific view as the only possible way 
of  ta lk ing about  the cosmos. 
Creationists believe that God created the 
world. Evolutionists have no need of 
this hypothesis. So where do we go 
from here?  

April 22 “My Life As a Minister’s 
Wife” by Kevin DeBeck Kevin’s 
booming voice works well in the 
classroom. Come hear how he handles a 
more “retiring” role. 

April 29 “The Transcendentalists” by 
Rev. Amy DeBeck Rev Amy was ice-
and-snowed out last month, so we are 
fortunate to have a snow date. Meet or 
re-acquaint yourself with Thoreau, 
Emerson, and Fuller and evaluate their 
impact on us today. 

(Worship Calendar, Continued from page 1) 

Conflict Resolution 
Conflict is inevitable in any community, 
even Unitarian Universalist congre-
gations dedicated to promoting the 
inherent worth and dignity of every 
person. With that in mind, the Board of 
Trustees recently examined conflict 
resolution strategies for UUS. The goal 
was to recommend to the church how 
best to address small conflicts before 
they have a chance to grow out of 
control. 

The following recommendations 
emphasize the need to communicate at a 
personal level and to take ownership of 
conflicts, using institutional processes as 
a last resort. They are based largely on 
common sense, but also draw on 
successful strategies used by many 
church communities, UU and otherwise. 

If you are engaged in a conflict with a 
UUS Member, Friend, or staff, the 
preferred first step is to talk to the 
person directly and privately. This 
should be a face-to-face or telephone 
conversation, avoiding the use of voice 
mail or (especially) email, which often 
does more harm than good. If letter 
writing is appropriate, it should 
ultimately lead to a conversation. 

If an initial conversation fails to resolve 
the conflict, or if personal safety is a 
concern, the next step should be to 
engage a third or fourth person to 
witness the conversation and attempt to 
understand the conflict objectively, 
again in private. 

If the fresh perspective fails to resolve 
the conflict, the conflict is serious 
enough to warrant immediate leadership 
involvement, or the concern is with 
church function rather than a specific 
person, the next step should be to 
address the issue to the Board President 
and/or Minister for mediation. 
Obviously, if a conflict involves either 
the Minister or Board President, the 
other mediates. 

If this mediation fails to resolve the 
conflict, the church leadership (Board of 
Trustees and/or Committee on Ministry) 
will consider the issue and will advise or 
act as appropriate. 

Yours in Faith, 
Bryan George (for the Board of 
Trustees) 
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Religious 
Exploration 

Without the many volunteers in 
Religious Exploration, our children 
would not have the opportunity to join 
together with others from like-minded 
families to learn about our shared values 
and to build appreciation of other faiths 
and cultures. THANK YOU to our 
enthusiastic and caring leaders and 
assistants. 

Sonya Connors, Lori Rothman, and 
Dave Scher have been leading the 
elementary school age children in their 
exploration of Holidays and Holy Days. 
Celinda Chandler, Joan Confoy, Nikki 
George, and Ken Ward are actively 
assisting them and filling in as leaders. 
James Stafford, Becky Fockler and 
Belinda Bullock have led the middle-
school students in their exploration of 
local faith communities. Paul and 
Stephanie Roche are providing the 
Youth Group with mentoring and an 
environment that encourages open 
communication. Alyssa Lum and 
Michelle James have been the primary 
adults supervising the nursery this year. 

Date Holiday Leader Assistant Nursery 

April 1 Passover Connors Weaver Dick 

April 8 Easter No RE No RE Weaver 

April 15 Buddha's Birthday Scher Ward Lum 

April 22 Earth Day Connors Scher Need Help 

April 29 Japanese Children's Day Rothman Dick Need Help 

May 6 Powamu Confoy George Need Help 

May 13 Mother’s Peace Day Connors Ward Need Help 

May 20 UU Celebration Rothman Confoy Need Help 

May 27 Trail Cleanup Need Help George Need Help 

June 3 RE Rehearsal Weaver Need Help Need Help 

June 10 RE Service No RE No RE  Need Help 

Religious Exploration Schedule 

They, along with a few substitutes, have 
ensured the availability of the nursery to 
our families and visitors. 

Please let all of these amazing leaders 
know how much they are appreciated!  

Nursery 
No one has signed up to help in the 
nursery after April 15. Please contact 
Linda Weaver at weaver.linda@ 
verizon.net or 703-481-5415 to schedule 
a Sunday. We must have two people, 
one an adult, in the nursery to provide 
this service. 

Easter 
The worship service on April 8 will be 
an intergenerational service. Children 
are encouraged to share this experience 
with their families. However, the 
nursery will be open for the very 
youngest. 

Just before the announcements, children 
will leave the sanctuary and the middle-
school and senior-high students will hide 
filled Easter eggs. The Easter Egg Hunt 
will begin after the service.  

Roving Reporter 
By Susan Rose 

Just when spring shows signs of 
arriving, winter reappears with snow and 
wind and cold. Yet spring is somehow 
“in the air.” What signs have you been 
noticing? 

Matthew (12) Right now it’s hard to see 
signs of spring because snow is still on 
the ground! 

Holly (8) People are out walking more! 
Birds are chirping more! 

Maddie (6) I’m thinking about walking 
more with my dog! 

Logan (4) Flowers are blooming! 

Anna (6) Chipmunks are waking up! 
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Hear a New Beat, 
Meet New People 

Honoring differences - learning from 
others - finding your own voice - we 
think these are great principles to live 
by. What happens when you live them as 
a musician? 

Come hear Word-Beat, with world 
percussion master Tom Teasley and 
vocalist Charles Williams on Friday, 
April 20, 7:30 pm at UU Sterling. Word-
Beat brings together poetry, ancient 
rhythms, and melodies from around the 
globe, mixed with modern sounds in 
vibrant new musical combinations. UU 
Sterling is hosting this series with Tom 
and friends, who will present a different 
program on the third Friday of each 
month. Tickets are $10 and are available 
at the door.  

Tom has  made  h is  mark  around 
Washington. The Washington Post's 
Celia Porter recently dubbed him "the 
evening's dazzler" at the Corcoran. The 
Kennedy Center made him artist-in-
residence, noting, "Tom is constantly 
striving to extend the boundaries of 
existing musical styles." Word-Beat 
performed at Alexandria's First Night 
this past New Year’s Eve and drew a 
crowd that filled the room and spilled 
out the door. 

Tom performs with a passion for hand 
drums, respect for ancient musical 
origins, and the free spirit of jazz 
improv isa t ion .  Char les  adds  h i s 
acclaimed baritone, bringing to life 
African American proverbs, verse, and 
spirituals. Charles’s voice has taken him 

to the Metropolitan Opera to perform in 
Porgy and Bess and, recently, to the 
Paris Opera House and Warsaw Opera 
House to perform in Robert Wilson’s 
The Temptation of St. Anthony. 

Tom and Word-Beat are artists-in-
residence at All Souls Unitarian Church 
in DC, where they draw on writings 
from people such as Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Langston Hughes, and 
weave together rhythms and instruments 
from the Middle East, India, Africa, and 
the Americas. 

Lately, Tom has sought venues closer to 
home in Virginia. UU Sterling is proud 
to host Tom's latest concert series, 
following enthusiastic responses to 
ongoing work at All Souls and a series 
finished last year at Mount Vernon 
Unitarian Church to benefit a non-profit 
serving families in need. 

"I suppose all musicians would like to 
imagine that their music has some sort 
of healing property and serves a greater 
good," Tom explains. "I have been 
searching for a way for my music to 
have a direct impact on my community, 
in addition to whatever aesthetic value it 
may have." 

We welcome members, friends, and the 
local community to enjoy this third-
Friday concert series starting in March. 
For more details or your own preview, 
sample clips and images at www.word-
beat.com, www.tomteasley.com, or 
c o n t a c t  S c o t t  F i n d l e y  a t 
(SFind39@aol.com) at UU Sterling. 

Small Group 
Ministry 

Spring is here! As you get ready for all 
the activities that come with this season, 
remember that UUS small groups can 
keep you grounded and provide a 
welcome respite. Small group ministry 
provides a way for members and friends 
to keep in touch during the week, and 
this contact can be just what you need, 
especially if you can’t make every 
Sunday service. More information on all 
small groups is available on our website 
(www.uusterling.org). Watch for 
announcements from these groups. UUS 
small groups are always open to new 
members. 

Choir 

The choir rehearses Thursday evenings 
and on Sunday mornings when we sing. 
We plan on singing at two services each 
month. New voices are always 
welcome. See our music director, Dan 
Boothe, or any choir member if you are 
interested. 

Covenant Groups 

Covenant Groups meet once a month to 
discuss a topic related to spiritual 
growth. There are three groups meeting 
once a month on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday evenings. If you would like 
to join one of them, send an email to 
Shelley Tamres at shelleytam@aol.com 
or check our website and pull down the 
menu bar under ‘Ministry’ for more 
information. 

Elder Care Support Group 

The Elder Care Support Group meets 
for breakfast at 8:30 am the second 
Sunday of each month at the Virginia 
Kitchen in Herndon to discuss issues 
related to caring for our parents. The 
coffee is always ready for us. If you 
would like to join this support group, 
contact Mike Berger or just show up. 

Men's Spirituality Group 

The Men’s Spirituality Group meets at 
the church on the second Friday of the 
month from 8-11 p.m. If you are 
interested in joining this friendly game 
of poker, contact Dave Scher at 
david_scher@yahoo.com. 

Women’s Earth-Based Spirituality 
Group (WEBS) 

In this circle of UUS women, we 
explore the UUA sixth source of 
wisdom - "Spiritual teachings of earth-
centered traditions which celebrate the 
sacred circle of life and instruct us to 
live in harmony with the rhythms of 
nature." The UUS WEBS Group usually 
meets the fourth Friday of every month. 
Watch for the announcements. For more 
information, contact Becky Fockler at 
bfockler@verizon.net.  
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Our Unitarian 
Universalist Faith: 
Frequently Asked 

Questions 
Who are Unitarian 

Universalists? 
We are a religious people who have 
woven strands of a rich past into a 
tapestry of the present. 

In the first centuries of the Christian era, 
Christians held a variety of beliefs 
concerning the nature of Jesus. In 325 
CE, however, the Council of Nicea 
promulgated the doctrine of the Trinity-
God as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-
and denounced all those who believed 
differently as heretics. 

In the sixteenth century, Christian 
humanists in Central Europe — in 
Poland and Transylvania — studied the 
Bible closely. They could not find the 
orthodox dogma of the Trinity in the 
texts. Therefore, they affirmed — as did 
Jesus, according to the Gospels-the 
unity, or oneness, of God. Hence they 
acquired the name Unitarian. 

These sixteenth-century Unitarians 
preached and organized churches 
according to their own rational 
convictions in the face of overwhelming 
orthodox opposition and persecution. 
They also advocated religious freedom 
for others. In Transylvania, now part of 
Romania, Unitarians persuaded the Diet 
(legislature) to pass the Edict of 
Toleration. In 1568 the law declared 
that, since "faith is the gift of God," 
people would not be forced to adhere to 
a faith they did not choose. 

In the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, radical reformers in Europe 
and America also studied the Bible 
closely. They found only a few 
references to hell, which they believed 
orthodox Christians had grossly 
misinterpreted. They found, both in the 
Bible and in their own hearts, an 
unconditionally loving God. They 
believed that God would not deem any 
human being unworthy of divine love, 
and that salvation was for all. Because 
of this emphasis on universal salvation, 
they called themselves Universalists. 

In the eighteenth century, a dogmatic 
Calvinist insistence on predestination 
and human depravity seemed to liberal 
Christians irrational, perverse, and 
contrary to both biblical tradition and 
immediate experience. Liberal 
Christians believe that human beings 
are free to heed an inner summons of 
conscience and character. To deny 
human freedom is to make God a tyrant 
and to undermine God-given human 
dignity. 

In continuity with our sixteenth-century 
Unitarian forebears, today we Unitarian 
Universalists are determined to follow 
our own reasoned convictions, no 
matter what others may say, and we 
embrace tolerance as a central 
principle, inside and outside our own 
churches. 

Also during the seventeenth century, 
reformers in several European 
countries, especially in England, could 
not find a biblical basis for the authority 
and power of ecclesiastical bishops. 
They affirmed, therefore, the authority 
and power of the Holy Spirit to guide 
the local members. These reformers on 
the radical left wing of the Reformation, 
seeking to "purify" the church of its 
"corruptions," reclaimed what they 
believed to be ancient church practice 
and named it congregational polity. 

These same seventeenth-century 
radicals did away with creeds, that is, 
with precisely phrased statements of 
belief to which members had to 
subscribe. Members joining their 
churches signed a simple and broadly 
phrased covenant, or agreement, such as 
this one: "We pledge to walk together in 
the ways of the Lord as it pleaseth Him 
to make them known to us, now and in 
days to come." 

Some of these reformers, the Pilgrims 
and the Puritans, crossed the Atlantic 
and braved the North American 
wilderness to establish covenanted 
congregations whose direction belonged 
to the local members. Some of these 
original congregational churches 
developed increasingly liberal 
theological beliefs after 1750, and in the 
early nineteenth century, many of them 
added the word Unitarian to their 
names. Thus, some of the oldest 
churches in the United States, including 
the First Parish of Plymouth, 

Massachusetts, became Unitarian. In the 
late eighteenth century, other radicals 
who believed in religious liberty and 
universal salvation organized separate 
Universalist congregations.  

In continuity with our independent 
forebears, today Unitarian Universalist 
congregations are covenanted, not 
creedal. Congregational polity is a 
basic doctrine. In the spirit of freedom, 
we cherish honest dialogue and 
persuasion, not coercion. We embrace 
democratic method as a central 
principle. Our local members unite to 
engage in and to support ministries of 
their own choosing. 

The seventeenth-century scientific 
revolution began a great shift in 
Western thinking. In the eighteenth 
century, the Enlightenment brought an 
increased willingness to look critically 
and analytically at all human 
institutions, without presupposing the 
sanctity or privilege of any. 

Many religious groups fiercely resisted 
these scientific analytical ideas. Some 
still do. In the churches of our 
forebears, new scientific and social 
ideas-from Newtonian physics, to 
evolution, to psychology, to relativity-
found ready acceptance. Indeed, some 
of the greatest scientists and social 
theorists of the age were either privately 
or publicly Unitarian or Universalist: 
Joseph Priestley, Charles Darwin, Maria 
Mitchell, and Benjamin Rush, for 
example. 

In the nineteenth century, increased 
travel and translation of Eastern 
religious texts brought greater 
awareness of different religions. Again, 
many of our forebears were 
uncommonly open to new ideas from 
Eastern cultures. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
was deeply influenced by Hinduism, 
and James Freeman Clarke was among 
the first in the world to urge and teach 
the study of comparative religion. 

In continuity with our forebears, today 
Unitarian Universalists expect new 
scientific disclosures to cohere, not 
conflict, with our religious faith. We 
embrace the challenge and the joy of 
intercultural religious fellowship. 

(Reprinted from the UUA website at 
www.uua.org.) 
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UUS Board Meeting 
Highlights 
March 7, 2007 

Attendees  

Terri Glass, Bryan George, Linda 
Weaver, Shelly Tamres, Kim Fitzgerald, 
Scott Findley, Art Rose 

COMMITTEE LIASON REPORTS 

Treasurer's Report  

We are now 67 percent of the way 
through the 2006-2007 fiscal year. We 
have collected $93,855, which is 70 
percent of the total budgeted income. 
Year-to-date expenses are $90,196 or 
about 60 percent of the budgeted 
amount.  

In our general bank account, $8,891 is 
available for general operations; $4,259 
in other funds is allocated to the 
remaining Chalice Lighter Grant, House 
Pins, Free Trade Coffee, Music, Youth 
Group and Social Action accounts. In 
our reserve accounts, $23,468 is 
available for general operations and 
$33,224 is in the Building Reserve 
funds. 

Social Action 

Terri Glass is continuing to work on 
getting UUS to participate in a "green" 
buying project sponsored by UUSJ. The 
intent is to coordinate buying supplies 
with other UU churches in the area. 

Terri is ready to kick off a "Write here, 
write now" project. She will be making 
it easy for UUSers to write letters on 
current issues. Letter-writing supplies 
plus information on topics will be set up 
at the Social Action table. 

Small Groups 

WEBS: Continues to meet on fourth 
Fridays. 

Covenant Groups: Three groups are 
continuing to meet on second Mondays, 
second Tuesdays, and second 
Wednesdays. The Monday group 
leadership has been transferred to 
Bonnie Lepoff, and the location will 
temporarily be at the Douoguih's in 
Reston. 

Elder Care: Continues to meet on 
second Sundays. 

Religious Exploration Report 

- Administration: Provided webmasters 
with updated RE schedule. Submitted 
article and schedule for the newsletter. 
Scheduled adults for nursery care 
through April 15. 

- Special Events: Over 30 Valentines 
for Vets were created during RE class 
and after church on February 11. 
Valentines were delivered to residents of 
the U.S. Soldier’s and Airmen’s Home 
that afternoon. 

Worship Associates 

A picnic with the Loudoun UUC is 
being considered for June 24, 2007. This 
is General Assembly weekend. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Canvass Dinner 

Attendance: 34 adults and 9 children are 
expected to attend. 

Schedule of events includes Paul 
Roche’s presentation; Finance 
Committee report, and pledge cards. 

The choir will sing and Scott Findley 
and Mike Masiak will play the guitar. 

Member “Crisis” Prevention 

A discussion was held as to how to 
nurture good relations among 
congregants and prevent bad feelings 
from happening. 

Music Series 

Scott Findley gave an update regarding 
the Word-Beat concert series with 
percussionist Tom Teasley. Suggestions 
were made as to where posters and fliers 
should be posted. The concert series is 
scheduled for the third Friday of March, 
April, and May. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Inclement Weather Policy: The decision 
to cancel church will be made on the day 
of the service and announcements will 
be made by 8:00 a.m. There currently is 
no policy for paying cancelled speakers. 
Kim proposes paying cancelled speakers 
half up front and half after they make up 
their speaking commitment. Bryan is to 
draft the policy. 

Scott will get soft copies of church 
documents from Susan Miller. 

Broadband access for the church is being 
researched by Bryan George. 

Thermostat reminder stickies are being 
placed near thermostats. 

Linda Reeder was voted volunteer of the 
month in February. 

Maria Josephs will have surgery on 
march 9, 2007; and therefore will not be 
available to work on the March 11 and 
March 18 Orders of Service. She will be 
unavailable from March 5 until March 
19. 

Board Host Schedule 

April 1: Kim Fitzgerald 

April 8: Bill Roman 

April 15: Shelly Tamres 

April 22: Terri Glass 

April 29: Bryan George 

Upcoming regular Board meetings 
will be held at 7:00 p.m. at UUS: 

Wednesday, April 4 

Wednesday, May 2 

Rebuilding Together 
Mark your calendars for April 28, 2007, 
then sign up to help rehabilitate a home 
in Loudoun County — a home that 
otherwise might fall into such disrepair 
that the owner could no longer safely 
reside in it. The signup sheet is at 
church, or contact Terri Glass at 
terriglass@adelphia.net. 

Rebui ld ing Together ,  formerly 
Christmas in April, matches volunteers 
with homes in need of repair. Qualifying 
homeowners must be financially unable 
to make the needed repairs themselves 
and must be elderly, physically disabled, 
or a family with children. To find out 
more about the program, check out the  
website at www.rebuildingtogether.org. 
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April 2007 
 

 

 1     2      3     4     5     6    7     
10:30AM-11:30AM 
Worship Service “Anti-
Semitism and the Christian 
Gospels, ” by Rev. Matthew 
McNaught; Children: 
Passover (Connors, 
Weaver); Nursery: Dick 
3:30PM-9:30PM AAFCJ - 
Joan Confoy 
  

   
  
   

7:00PM-
9:00PM 
UUS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting 
Kim 
Fitzgerald 
  
   

7:30PM-
9:00PM 
Choir 
Rehearsal - 
Shelley 
Tamres 
  
   

  
  
   

5:00PM-
10:00PM 
AAFCJ - 
Joan Confoy 
  
   

8     9     10     11     12     13     14     
8:30AM - Elder Care 
Breakfast @ Virginia 
Kitchen in Herndon - Mike 
Berger  
10:30AM-11:30AM “Easter 
and the Goddess of Spring,” 
by Rev. Matthew; Children: 
Easter (No RE); Nursery: 
Weaver 
3:30PM-9:30PM AAFCJ -
Joan Confoy  

Monday 
Night 
Covenant 
Group - 
Vienna 
  
   

Tuesday 
Night 
Covenant 
Group - 
Sterling 
  
   

Wednesday 
Night 
Covenant 
Group - 
Ashburn 
  
   

7:30PM-
9:00PM 
Choir 
Rehearsal - 
Shelley 
Tamres 
  
   

  
  
   

6:00AM-
5:00PM 
AAFCJ -
Joan Confoy 
8:00PM-
11:00PM 
Men's 
Spirituality - 
Dave Scher  

15     16     17     18     19     20     21     
10:30AM-11:30AM 
“Creationism and 
Evolution,” by Rev. 
Matthew McNaught; 
Children: Buddha's 
Birthday (Scher, Ward); 
Nursery: Lum 
3:30PM-9:30PM AAFCJ -
Joan Confoy 
  

  
  
   

  
  
   

  
  
   

7:30PM-
9:00PM 
Choir 
Rehearsal - 
Shelley 
Tamres 
  
   

7:30PM 
Word-Beat 
Concert - 
Scott Findley
May 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
   

5:00PM-
10:00PM 
AAFCJ -Joan 
Confoy 

22     23     24     25     26     27     28     
10:30AM-11:30AM “My 
Life As a Minister’s Wife” 
by Kevin DeBeck; 
Children: Earth Day 
(Connors, Scher); 
Nursery: Help Needed 
3:30PM-9:30PM AAFCJ -
Joan Confoy 
   

  
  
   

  
  
   

7:00PM-
9:00PM 
Membership 
Committee - 
Mike 
Masiak  
  
   

7:30PM-
9:00PM 
Choir 
Rehearsal - 
Shelley 
Tamres 
  
   

7:00PM-
10:00PM 
Women's 
Spirituality -
 Becky 
Fockler 
  
   

5:00PM-
10:00PM 
AAFCJ -Joan 
Confoy 

29    
10:30AM-11:30AM “The 
Transcendentalists” by Rev. 
Amy DeBeck; Children: 
Japanese Children's Day 
(Rothman, Dick); 
Nursery: help needed 
3:30PM-9:30PM AAFCJ -
Joan Confoy  

30                      
  
   



Unitarian Universalists of Sterling 
PO Box 1632 
Sterling, VA 20167 
(703) 406-3068 
http://www.uusterling.org 

UUS Sunday Services 10:30 AM 
Unitarian Universalists of Sterling meets at the Sterling Oaks Commerce Center Sterling, a handicapped accessible 24-7 facility, 
located on 22135 Davis Drive near Route 28 and Church Road in Sterling, Virginia. Child care and children's religious education are 
both provided during worship services. Dress is casual. Children are encouraged to wear play clothes. 

From Northbound Route 28: Take Route 28 North exit from the Dulles Toll Road. Turn right at Church Road. Turn right on 
Davis Drive. Go about one block and turn right into the parking lot. 

From Southbound Route 28: Take Route 28 south from Route 7. Turn left at Church Road. Turn right on Davis Drive. Go about 
one block and turn right into the parking lot. 

From Westbound Route 7: Turn left at Sterling Boulevard. Turn right at Church Road. Go three miles. Turn left on Davis Drive. 
Go about one block and turn right into the parking lot. 

Your Church Leadership 
Interim Minister: Rev. Matthew McNaught ; Director of Religious Exploration: Linda Weaver 

Music Director: Daniel Boothe 
Board of Trustees: President - Kim Fitzgerald; Vice President - Bryan George; Secretary - Scott Findley;  

Treasurer - Art Rose; At-large - Terri Glass, Judy Gruner, Bill Roman, Shelley Tamres 
UUS Mission Covenant Statement 

The Unitarian Universalists of Sterling offer a place where reason and spirituality converge. We welcome members of the 
community who are seeking such a religious home. 

Our mission is to make the community a better place to live by promoting a variety of religious expressions, working toward social 
justice, and fostering diversity. In order to carry out this mission, we covenant to listen to each other, encourage the exchange of 

creative thought, and respect our differences. 

What’s with UUS 
Communications Committee Chair: Terry Dick; Editor: Linda Reeder 

Production: Jeff Chandler, Susan Miller 
Board Liaison: Terry Dick  

To submit material for publication send by email to uus-newsletter@yahoogroups.com 

Submission Deadlines 
03/16/07 for April 
04/20/07 for May 
05/18/07 for June 


